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went to and fro between Germany and the Embassy in
America. Although Rintelen warned the two attaches
immediately, they continued to communicate with Germany
by means of the same code. This in itself would not have
been so disastrous if at least considerations of special caution
had prevailed in the telegrams themselves. But it was
just this element of caution to which Papen paid no
attention at all.
Rintelen, like all other officers entrusted with special
missions, was known to the General Staff and the Admiralty
under a special label. He was called c B.I.2 '. In this
way the official German representatives in America and
the officers in Berlin knew at once who was intended by
e B.I.2 '. The English, however, in spite of their know-
ledge of the code, could not at first discover who he was.
Then Papen committed the indiscretion of mentioning the
name of Rintelen in one of his code messages to Berlin :
it was now easy for the English to guess who ' B.I.2 * was.
They informed the Americans instanter : c " B.I.2 " is
Captain von Rintelen.5 Picked detectives from Scotland
Yard were sent to America to keep an eye on Rintelen's
activities.
When Rintelen at this period was once endeavouring to
see Huerta, the former Mexican President, who had then
sought refuge in American territory, he immediately
became aware that he was being followed by two detectives.
A few days later as he was going towards his house he had
an encounter which he describes thus :
One evening, as I was returning from a social function,
I was walking along in evening dress to find a taxi,
when a man passed me from behind with a swift step.
I took no notice of him, but suddenly heard the words :
* You are being watched. Look out! Don't wait for
Huerta. He has been poisoned.5
I kept my control and followed the man with my eyes.
I recognised the gait of Mr. Boniface. When I got into
my taxi I was followed by a second car, Boniface was
right. I was being watched. ...